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Karl von Venningen-Ulner for the beautiful Lady Ellenborough
had taken a serious turn and they were married on 10th November,
1832. The young husband, being a Catholic, had difficulties in
respect of marriage with a divorced woman, but these were over-
come. He was jealously anxious to take away his lovely wife from
the King's proximity as quickly as possible. He took her to an
estate in the country and during the next year he made it ex-
tremely difficult for lanthe to see her jSao-iAeu's.

In the meantime the King had nominated a Regency, with
ex-Minister Count Armansperg at its head, for his son Otto, the
new King of Greece, who was not yet of age. 'I entrust my son's
well-being to you/ said Ludwig. 'What I place in your hands is not
only something personal but it is an interest of the Bavarian
people and is of historical significance to the world.' Ludwig I
had prepared an uncertain future for his son, and had truly taken
a step in the dark.

With the beginning of the year 1833 the situation in Europe
calmed down. There seemed to be no more question of war and the
King therefore decided to visit his beloved Italy, but bad news
arrived concerning the financial situation of the Florenzi family.
'I am most unpleasantly surprised/ wrote Ludwig in reply. 'I
hardly expected this after all that has been done for my darling
Mariannina/1 The Marchesa, however, wrote unceasingly to
Ludwig and looked forward to his impending visit. 'Every day
that passes brings my happiness nearer. I think and dream of you/2
The letters often closed with the words: 'In life and death, Your
Mariannina/3

In June the King arrived at Colombella, where he found the
old life unchanged. In the summer he went, as usual, to his
favourite Bad Briickenau. There he learned that both England and
France were attempting to obtain influence over the young King
of Greece, who had not yet taken over the reins of government.
'I heard the King of France had been negotiating with the Regency
to marry you to one of his daughters/ Ludwig wrote to Otto. 'You
are too good a son to carry on marriage negotiations behind your
father's back. This would be wicked, really wicked on the part
of the Regency, but yet possible ... on your part it is impossible.
I know you dislike the French and I am very glad of it. I am most

1  Ludwig I to Ghita V., Munich, 22nd February, 1833.    Munich H.A.

2  Marchesa Florenzi to Ludwig I, Perugia, 22nd May, 1833.    Munich H.A.

3  Marchesa Florenzi to Ludwig I, Colombella, 28th May, 1833.   Munich H.A.